
































EsvracVvs Advvorcate ; 


OR, 
THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS CONTEMPLATED 
AND URGED. 





) For if the costing away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving 
af them be, but life from the dead?—Rom. xi. 15. 
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The following are extracts from the publications of the London Society, recently transmitted te 
| us by their committee. They coutaia forcible appeals to the understanding and conscience, 
| and being in accordance with the general design of our institution, we bope they will be read 

with imterest and profit —Ed. 

















Attempts for the Instruction and Conversion of the Jews, seriously 
recommended to the attention of Christians. 
[Continued from p+ge 160.] 

To say nothing of the cruelty of other nations—about the 
latter end of the thirteenth ce. tury, they were- banished from 
England, by Edward I. and were not per. itted to settle bere 
again till the time of Cromwell. Henry HI. in 1240, com- 
manded all the Jews of both sexes, throughout England, to be ; 
imprisoned, till they should make a discovery of their wealth, 
which he appointed officers to receive in every county, and to 


wa ——— ez —Sv — 





return to the exchequer ; and being determined to have the last 

farthing, he extorted it from them by torments too shockin 

to be mentioned. Before this time, in the reign of Richard the 

e First, the people rose in arms to make a general massacre of 

e them, when fifteen hundred retired sintv York Castle, where, 

f being closely besieged, they offered to capitulate, and to ran- 

: som their lives for money. ‘The offer being refused, one of 

n them cried out in despair, “that it was better to die courage- 

h ously for the Law, than to fall into the hands of the Christians.” 

, Every one immediately took his knife, and stabbed his wife 

Sy and children ; afterwards the men retired into the king’s pa- 

m lace, set it on fire, and were consumed themselves. 

b National iniquity must be visited by national calamity, or | 

d the guilt of it be removed by national repentance. Whenever 

- God shall visit our crimes, he will not forget the afflictions of 

th his ancient people, unless we repent and make a return of good 

w to those whose forefathers have received so much evil at our Bhi 

oy hands. Because thon hast had a perpetual hatred, and hast | 

e- shed the blood of the children of Israel, by the force of the 

ut sword, in the time of their calamity, therefore, as [ live, saith 

ve the Lord God, 1 will prepare thee unto blood, and blood shall 

ry pursue thee : since thou hast not hated blood, even blood shall ie 
pursue thee.” Ezek, xxxv. 5, 6. There is no other way of Me 
averting this heavy judgment, than by testifving against the 
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sin of our forefathers, and labouring to repair the evils whic) 
they have committed. 

4. Consider the advantage which our country may derive from 
the exertions here recommended. Distinguished as we are by 
our various charities, our sins also are great, and our improve. 
ment by no means answerable to our advantages. The sins 
of the Jews forin no inconsiderable part of our national guilt, 
Think, Christian reader, of the dis, leasure with which God 
views these thousands of our countrymen, trampling under foot 
the bluod of iis dear Son, and giving tiiemselves over % sing 
of various enormity. Bring the sincerity of your pro!essed 
love of our country to this test, and inquire if you have yet 
attempted any means of diminishing so large a portion of na 
tional transgression : for if the Lord should visit the iniquities 
of our land, if we should experience the cruelt'es which other 
countries have endured, our streets flowing down in torrents of 
huinan blood, our cities in flames, and our liberties annihilat- 
ed; we should then call to mind this cause, amoung otbers, of 
our distress—THE NEGLECT OF THE Jews.—How then, 

5. Can it be considered otherwise than an imperious duty to 
attempt the conversion of the Jews? If bowels of compassion 
form a peculiar feature in the Christian character—if ingrati- 
tude be a monstrous sin—if it be our duty to Le just in all our 
dealings, and whenever we have wronged others, to make 
restitution to the utmost of vur power—if to lessen sin, and 
to seek the prosperity of the nation by advancing it in holiness, 
be the duty of a Christian, then it is our duty to attend to the 
present state of the Jews, and to employ means for their con- 
version. Christ blained the Jews for their neglect and con- 
tempt of the Gentiles; and are we Gentiles less reprehensible 
for our neglect and contempt of the Jews ? 

6. Another class of motives may be drawn from considerc- 
tions of a more refined nature, and which surely will not fai 
of their due influence on the true believer, Does the glory o 
God lie near your hearts we are taught to expect that hi 
name will be sanctified in some extraordinary degree, whed 
he gathers his people from all countries whither he has scat: 
tered them, Is the honour of the Redeeuer the subject of ou 
daily prayer? What can add so great a lustre to his crown, % 
when all Israel shall bow to his dominion? Do you feel cou- 
passion for the souls of sinners? None need greater compas 
sion than the Jews. Do you desire the conversion of the 
heathen? This great and glorious object will never be f lly 
obtaiaed, tili all Israel shall come in. “ For if the fail o 
them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them 
be the riches of the Gentiles, how much more their fulness? I! 
the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, wha! 
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shall the recovery of them be but life from the dead ¢” Rom. 
xi. 14, 15. The high honour of evangelizing the world, and 
introducing that glorious period, “ when the earth shail be 
covered with the knuwledge of the Lord as the waters cover 
the sea,”” seems to be reserved, in the divine counsel for that 
favoured nation in whom all the familes of the earth ever have 
been, and ever shall be blessed. The Jews are every where 
dispersed ; they are trained up in the knowledge of the langua- 
ges, habits, and manners of the nations ar.ongst whom they 
dwell; and are thereby prepared with some of the most essen- 
tial qualifications of missionaries, whenever the Lord shall 
take the veil from their hearts. O for that great and glorious 
day, when Israel “ shall l.ok upon him whom they have piere- 
ed;” when we shall behold with wonder and astunis!iment, 
that spirit of prophecy, which, cominencing as early as the 
fall of Adam, has pervaded all times, and has extended itself 
to the final consummation of all things, fulfilled with peculiar 
exactness in every important event that befel the church, even 
from its first establishment down to this awful period of expec- 
tation; when the great plan of divine grace shall be brought 
to a glorious conclusion, and the mysterious counsels of the 
Almighty respecting it shall be for ever closed in judgment. 

7. The peculiar complexion of the times affords great encou- 
ragement to attempt the conversion of the Jews at the present pe- 
riod. There can be no doubt with those who believe the 
Scriptures, that a period is marked out in the counsels of God 
for the conversion of the Jews. “I would not, brethren, that 
ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye be wise in your 
own conceits, that blindness in part hes happened to Israel, 
until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in;” till the time be 
completed for the exclusive enjoyment of Christian privileges 
by the Gentile world; ‘ and so all Israel shall be saved,” 
the whole nation shall be converted, ‘“ as it is written, There 
shall come out of Zion the deliverer, and shall turn away un- 
godliness from Jacob.” Rom. xi. 35, 36, &c. Subordinate 
questions respecting this event, the time fixed for its accom- 
plishment, and the manner in which it shall be effected, may 
admit some difference of opinion; but with respect to the cer- 
tainty of the conversion of the Jews, there canbe none. And 
the awful events which have passed before us seem to point 
out the near approach of their restoration. The prejudices of 
Christians against the Jews are wearing away, and even the 
minds of Infidels have been awed into expectation about them. 
Shall we not mark these signs of the times ? Ought not the 
voice of God, in his providential interpositions, to be re- 


garded. 
8. The immediate design of our Lord’s own ministry was to” 
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call the Jews; and therefore in our attempts to convert them 
we are particularly treading in his steps. His last command to 
his apostles was, “ that they should groan the gospel to every 
creature,” not excepting any sinner of any nation: yet forgi: eness 
of sins through his name was “ first to be proclaimed in Jery. 
salem.”’ It was unbelief at first, and it is unbelief now, which 
alone excludes them from the blessings of his kingdom. “ They 
also, if they abide not in unbelief, shall be grafted into the 
church ; for God is able to graft them in again,” Rom. xi, 23, 
Allowing, therefore, that no national conversion of the Jews can 
be expected before the destined period, cr even that there is no 
reason to believe that period near at hand, why should we cop. 
tent vurselves with attempting the salvation of all other sinners, 
except the Jews? Some of them may be saved, though not all; 
for, however distant the period of their national restoration may 
be, God has no where forbidden the expectation of individual 
conversion. 

~ 9, To add but one more remark in the way of motive—Tx; 
CONVEKSION oF THE Jews will complete the plans and secure the 
objects of all other Societies. It is not meant to undervalue any 
of those magnificent charities with which this Island abounds 
Blessed be God for their establishment, and for all the success 
that attends them; but the pre-eminence can be yielded to none 
in usefulness and importance. ‘The complete success of a cha- 
rity attempting the recovery of Israel, embraces the ends of al) 
of them. What ic the end of the dissemination of the Holy 
Scriptures, of our foreign missions amongst the beathen, or the 
distribution of Religious Tracts at home? Convert th Ju, 
and he will add a lustre to the Scriptures, and stamp a value on 
interpretations of them, such as shall fill the world with wonder 
Convert the Jew, and Messiah shall “ reign from sea to sea, aud 
from the river unto the ends of the earth.” 

Objections have, indeed, been made to such an institution, @ 
if it were a hopeless, a needless, or even an irreligious aitemp. 
Let us examine their merits. 

1. It has been said, ‘* What have you to do with other men: 
religions? ‘The Jews are a quiet. inoflensive set of men, ané 
ought not to be disturbed, much less attacked by a Society 
formed wn principles of avowed hostility to them.” It is adinittet 
that the Jews submit themselves to civil authorities, and so {a 
may be quiet and inoffensive characters. But there is anothe! 
and far more important relation which they sustain ; they ar 
immortal beings, and are passing through time into eternity. !! 
we believe the Scriptures, we must judge of their future state b) 
their present circumstances, What these circumstances ale, 
may be known by the following facts :— 

. By the Jewish Talmud, a boy is of age at thirteen years oll! 
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He is released from parental restraints ; his parent is no longer 
obliged to maintain him; and it is no uncommon thing for a 
Jewish boy or girl to be sent from home with a few shillings to 
make their own way in the world; the consequence to the poor 
children can easily be conceived.— Can any humane, not to say 
prous mind, olyect to giving these deserted ct a Christian 
education? It is supposed, that above four hundred Jewish fe- 
males are the victims of ignorance and vice, wandering about the 
street- of London to gain a miserable livelihood by the wages of 
prostitution. And can we wonder that it is so; when the rab- 
bies teach, that before marriage, a female has nothing to do with 
religion or the observat on of any of the commandments ; and 
after marriage, has only to observe three :—viz first, her pnri- 
fication ; secondly, to bless the Sabbath bread—viz. to take a 
small piece of dough, repeat a prayer over it, and throw it into 
the fire; and, thirdly, to light the candles on the eve of Sabbath, 
or of any holiday, and repeat a prayer whilst doing it; and that 
duly observing these three, she is in a state of safety It were 
easy to produce examples that would make a Christian shudder; 
but the fear of contagion forbids the exposure of such disgust- 
ing scenes. Now, are we to do nothing for the recovery of these 
unhappy creatures, merely because they do not offend the law of 
the land, or expose themselves to its vengeance ? 

When a Jew dies, all the water in the same and adjoining 
houses is instantly thrown away, and no priest must, upon any 
account, remain in the same, or either of the adjoining houses, 
till the corpse is removed. Immediately on his decease, the 
body is stripped and laid upon the floor, with clean straw un- 
der it, and it remains in that state, watched by a Jew, until the 
cerenony of cleansing is performed ; part of which ceremony 
is, to hold up the body erect, and pour over it three successive 
ablutions, repeating Hebrew sentences of the following import : 
—* Then will T sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be 
clean from all your filthiness.” The Jews do not use close cof- 


| fins, but usually four plain boards loosely joined together ; and 


the rabbies say, the bottom should only consist of laths, in order 
that the worms may destroy the body so much the sooner. 
When the body is removed to the place of interment, the coffin 
is opened, and some earth, supposed to have been brought from 
Jerusalem, is placed under the head in a small bag, or strewed 
about the body, as a preservative; each of the deceased’s rela- 
tions and friends then approaches the corpse, holding one of his 
great toes in each hand, and imploring the deceased to forgive 
all the offences they had committed against him in his life time, 
and not report evil against them in the other world; and the 
nearest relations have their garments rent. When the coffin is 
Placed in the ground each of the relations throws some earth 
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upon it; and as soon as the grave is filled they run away as fas; 
as possible, lest they should hear the knock of the angel, who 
is supposed to come and knock upon the coffin, crying, Wick. 
ed! wicked! whatis thy name? or where is thy name recorded 
in the Scriptures? And if the deceased is not able to answer, 
to beat him immediately with a hot iron till he breaks his bones, 
While the interment is taking place, a lamp is lighted in the 
room in which the deceased died; and a basin of water and 
towel are placed there, and remain thirty days from the day of 
the decease, during which time the men must not shave, and the 
water is changed every morning, under a persuasion that the 
soul of the deceased, now in purgatory, returning to earth each 
night, and washing itself from the defilements it had contracted 
when alive, the door of paradise will be opened to it. When 
the relations return from a funeral, they sit down upon the floor, 
and a chair is placed before them with eggs boiled hard, a lit. 
tle salt, and a small loaf; a small portion of which is eaten by 
each of them, in order to break the fast, which they are suppos- 
ed to have kept from the moment of the decease. Ten Jews, 
who have passed the age of thirteen, repeat een for the dead 
morning and evening; and at the close of these prayers, the 
sons of the deceased, o1 the nearest male relatives, repeat a 
prayer composed for that purpose ; which is supposed to raise 
the soul of the deceased one sep out of purgatory, and of course 
advance him one degree nearer paradise. 

Not long since a pamphlet was published under the sanction of 
the presiding rabbi in this country, which promised to defray the 
expenses of the foregoing superstitions for those poor Jews, who 
eould not afford this debt of piety to their deceased relations— 
on one condition alone, that such Jews steadily adhered to their 
opposition and detestation of Christianity. [tis probable, that 
among the wiser part of the Jewish community, there are some 
whose minds are emancipated from these superstitions. But i! 
they rise above such follies, where can they find a solid grouné 
of comfort in the Lour of death and the prospect of eternity: 
Truly affecting is the account given of one of their celebrated 
rabbies on his death bed. When Rabbi Johannan Ben Zachai 
was sick, his disciples came to visit bim; and wien he saW 
them he began to weep. They said to hiin, “ Rabbi, the light 
of Israel, the right hand pillar, the strong hammer, wheretore 
dost thou weep?” He answeredthem, “If they were carrying 
me before a king of flesh and blood, who is here to-day, and 
to-morrow in the grave; who, if he were angry with me, his 
anger would not last for ever; if he put me in bondage, bis 
bondage would not be everlasting ; and if he condemned me 
death, that death would not be eternal; whom [ could soothe 
with words, and bribe with riches; yet, even in these circum 
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stances I should weep. But now I am going before the King 
of kings, the only blessed God, who liveth and endureth for ever 
and ever; who, if he is angry with me, his anger will last for 
ever; if he puts me in bondage, his bondage will be everlast- 
ing; if he condemns me to death, that death will be eternal ; 
whom | cannot soothe with words, or bribe with riches: when, 
further, there are before me two ways, the one to hell, the other to 

aradise, and | know not to which they are carrying me; should 
F not weep ?” (Talmud Berachoth, ful. ii. col. 82.) Who does 
not long to point the mourning Israelite to that ** Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of ihe world ’” 

If then it be the duty and the desire of an individual Chris- 
tian, and much more of a Christian minister, to promote the 
knowledge of his religion, with what propriety can we object te 
the attempts of a number of individuals aiming to secure a com- 
mon object, when the only difference is, that combined energies 
afford a better prospect of success? All missions must cease, at 
least by public bodies, if attempts to convert sinners from the 
error of their ways be deemed intolerance and percecution. We 
ought to distinguish between attacking the person, and the opi- 
nion, of a fellowcreature. ‘The Son of man came to save men’s 
lives, and not to destroy them ; yet it is no less true that he came 
to root out error from the earth. Imposition may tolerate im- 
position, but truth can admit no compromise—no association. 

2. It has been alleged by others, ‘that there is no religion 
among the Jews; that they are devoted to secular employments, 
and care for none of these things.’ But whatever be the care- 
lessness, prejudice, ignorance, or profligacy of the Jews, they 
cannot well exceed, in this respect, the nominal Christians of 
the present day, much less the old Gentile world, amongst 
whom the Jewish preachers first went, but of whom afterwards 
many “ were washed, were sanctified, were justified, in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of ourGod.” Yet 
allowing their ignorance and sinful habits to exceed those of 
other men, these obstacles do not place them beyond the reach 
of that grace “ which is able to save to the uttermost, which is 
mighty to the pulling down of the strongest holds of Satan,” 
and often meets with greater opposition from men of decent 
moral character than from the viler and more abandoned sin- 
ner. Notwithstanding the supposed fruitlessness of the attempt, 
there are not wanting persons of the Jewish nation, who are 
now giving unequivocal evidence of being brought out of all 
this darkness and sivfulness, carelessness and unconcern about 
religion, to a sincere and upright profession of Christianity, 
by the means which have been already adopted for evangeliz- 
ing the Jews of this country. And a larger number of careless 
Christians, distinguished in name only from the unbelieving 
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Jews, have been awakened to a serious concern for thei; 
souls by the very means employed for the conversion of the 
Jews. Are not these facts plain indications of the pleasure of 
the Lord, and an_ exact fulfilment of the promises made tg 
Abraham and his seed? “ J will bless them that bless thee.” 


Gen. xii. 3. 
3. Some have deemed it “ unnecessary to ew; loy any parti- 


cular means for the conversion of the Jews, because they live 
in the midst of Christians, and might attend their churches jf 
they wished for information.” Bat the question is, not what 
they ought to do, and might do, or what they would do if 
they were alive to the importance of truth, but whether, when 
through prejudice or other causes, they do not use the means 
of grace which our churches afford, no other means can be 
employed more Lkely to excite their attention, and better 
adapted to their circumstances. - But this objection is ful ly 
answered by another consideration: our churches do not afford 
the proper means of grace for the people of the Jews, The 
Christian minister. takes for granted many important points, 
which Jewish hearers would dispute; and in the general, the 
mode of instruction necessary to be em ployed for their con- 
version and edification is widely di ferent from the sermons of 
the best preachers of the das, ‘from which very little cou d be 
expected to the advantage of those who have yet to learn the 
first principles of the oracles of God. 

4, There are not a few who excuse themselves for support- 
ing a mission of this kind, by saying “ That to meddle with 
the Jews, 1s taking the work out of God's hand; that or- 
dinary means are not to be employed , that it is an equal ex- 
empt case ; and that the conversion of the Jews will be pre- 
ceded by some grand miraculous interposiion of God in their 
favour.” But what proof tas been produced, that the Jews 
will be converted by miracle, without those ordinary means 
which have ever bee: u-ed by God in conjunction with his ex- 
traordinary interposition ? It seems pr. bable, indeed, that the 
conversion of the nation will Le accompanied by such an ex- 
traordinary eflusion o! the Holy Spirit upon their hearts, and 
other outward demonstrations o! the pewer of Jehovah in the 
events of the world, as shall give an effect to the ordinary 
means employed for the pron vtion of the Gospel, which they 
otherwise would have wanted. But our duty to employ means 
for the conversion of the Jews, does not depend on these 
things. The time of doing good is always come ; and unless 
God had excluded all the Jews from the blessings of his Gos- 

l until the period of their national conversion, or had posi- 
tively forbidden the employment of urdinai:y means for the con- 
version of individuals amongst them, no just reason can be 
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assigned why we should not expect, in the mean while, a par- 
tial success amongst them, as well as amongst other bodies of 
men. And since God has evidently blessed the preaching of 
the Gospel to them, and since, in all ages, more or less, a few 
converts have been added to the church of Christ; wholly to 
neglect the means of their recovery, can only be considered 
the result of indolence and selfishness—the perversion of weak- 
ness and enthusiasm—the indifference of unbelief, or the most 
monstrous ingratitude—rather than a conscientious forbearance, 
or a religious fear of invading the prerogative of the Almighty, 
and interfering with his plan and purpose. While the command 
continues, ‘“* Go, preach the Gospel to every creature, to the Jew 
first, and also to the Gentile,” it will be ever incumbent on us 
tocomply with it. Duty does not depend on success, but on the 
divine command ; and while we embark under the divine autho- 
rity, we need not fear the guilt of presumption, nor ought we 
to be deterred by the apprehension of disappointment. How 
much less does supineness become us, when the utmost that can 
be said against the present national conversion of Israel is, that 
it is uncertain—when many sober-minded interpreters of pro- 
phecy allow a probability, others even maintain a certainty, of 
the near approach of their deliverance—and all must agree in 
believing, that in every age a remnant shall be saved, to re- 
ward the labours and cheer the spirits of the Christian mis- 
sionary. 

After all, should present attempts to convert the Jews be 
premature and wholly ineffectual, yet they will be remembered 
with unutterable delight in those happy abodes where “ the 
works of the righteous do follow them,’’ and the thought of the 
heart is not forgotten, that we have done what we could, when 
God shall say to us, as he did to David, “ ‘Thou didst well, in 
that it was in thine heart.” 2 Chron. vi. 8. 

Some persons may still inquire, What necessity there could 
be for the institution of a separate Society for this particular 
purpose, and whether the distribution of the Christian Svcrip- 
tures, and the preaching of the Gospel to the Jews, 19 giit not 
as well have been included among the objects of the Bible and 
Missionary Societies already established in this country. 

To such an inquiry a most satisfactory answer has been 
given, in an excellent sermon, preached October 12, 1812, 
before the Dundee Missionary Society, by the Rev. Thomas 
Chalmers, of Kilmany. The worthy preacher, we are per- 
suaded, will require no upology for our transcribing this 
answer, and borrowing a few other passages which (mutatis 
mutandis) are exceedingly applicable to the subject of the 
present address. 


“It is found, that if one man devotes an undivided attention 
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to one kind of work, he carries it to far greater perfection, than 
if his attention were distracted among several. It is this prin. 
ciple which has given rise to the division of employments in 
society ; each individual betakes himself to his own trade, and 
his own manufacture; the accommodations of life are poured 
in far greater abundance upon the country; and each article 
is both better done, and furnished far more cheaply, than if one 
individual had undertaken to prepare every thing which enters 
into the maintenance of a human being. One society might 
embrace all the objects connected with religion; but, on the 
principle of the division of employments, separate societies, 
each devoting itself to one of these objects, are productive of 
greater good; they do more business, upon cheaper terms. 
Instead of one society, overpowered with the extent and em- 
barrassed with the multiplicity of its concerns, we bave many, 
each cultivating one department, and giving the labours of its 
Committee to one assigned object. It is another example of 
the separation of employments. The Societies of England 
have naturally formed themselves into that arrangement which 
they find to be most useful and efficient ; and when I see one 
with its printing utensils, multiplying copies of the word of 
God—another, with its Missionary College, training adven- 
turous spirits for all the climes and countries of the world— 
another, with its Jews’ Cuape., for fighting the battles of 
the faith with its oldest and most inveterate enemies, &c. in 
all these I see a refreshing spectacle, a warm spirit of religi- 
ous benevolence animating them all; but each, by betaking 
itself to its own object, and culturing its own vineyard, ren- 
dering the work and the labour of love far more productive 
than any single Society, with the wealth of all at its command, 
could possibly have accomplished. They are sister Societies. 
Let no opposition be instituted betwixt their claims on the ge- 
nerosity of the public. Neither of them is sufficiently provided 
for. Every addition to the funds of either is an addition of 
good to the Christian cause. Though as much has been done 
as to justify the most splendid anticipations, yet much more 
remains to be done before these anticipations can be carried 
into effect.” 

The particular design of the present address, is to advocate 
the cause of Tae Lonpon Society ron promotinc Curisti- 
ANITY AMONGST THE Jews. The field abroad, is white already 
for the harvest, and labourers are not wanting who would be 
ready to devote themselves to this glorious service, but the 
funds of the Society are not sufficient for the purpose, and the 
Committee are resolved never again to involve themselves in 
difficulties. We invite you, then, to help them according to your 
abilities. We presume not “ to sit in judgment on the circum- 
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stances of any individual” reader. “Are you poor?” We 
“ask you to give no more than you can spare.” The Bible 
says, that ‘ he who provideth not for his own, and especially 
for those of his own house, hath denied the faith, and is worse 
than an infidel.” But the same Bible gives us examples of 
the exercise of charity and alms-giving among the poor. The 
widow who threw her mite into the treasury was very poor; 
the members of the church in Corinth were in general very 
poor; at least we are told that there were not many mighty, 
not many noble, not many rich among them; and yet this dues 
not restrain the apostle from soliciting, nor does it restrain them 
from contributing to the necessities of the p or saints which 
were in Jerusalem. ‘Throw the little you can spare into the 
treasury of Christian beneficence. It may be small; but if 
you give with cheerfulness, it will be counted more than many 
splendid donations. Among scriptural examples and authori- 
ties, notice another advice of the apostle: “ Once a week let 
every one of you lay by him in sture as God hath prospered 
him.” This brings down the practice of charity to the level 
of the poor and labouring classes of society ; and the combin- 
ed efforts of our poor men and labourers would do more for the 
cause of the Gospel than all the splendid offerings which the 
rich have yet thrown into the treasury. 

Let us “ now turn to the rich, and intreat from them a li- 
berality and an aid worthy of the situation in which Provi- 
dence has placed them. They have already signalized them- 
selves; and one of the most animating signs of our day is the 
growing ‘ sympathy of the great for the spiritual necessities of 
their brethren.’ We calli upon thew to open their hearts, and 
pour out the flood of their benevolence on a cause on which 
the eternal state of millions is suspended. We do not ask any 
to impoverish or exhaust themselves. We assail the rich 
with no more urgency than the poor; for we say to both alike 
—Give only what you can spare. We want not the offering 
of any extorted charity ; we barely state the merits of the case, 
and leave the result with your own hearts. Friends and fel- 
low Christians, think of this—that by what a single individual 
has withheld of that which he ought to have given, the pro- 
gress of a human soul in its passage from time to eternity may 
have been impeded. Seize upon this conception in all its mag- 
nitude. 

‘There are hearts which will resist every motive that is pre- 
sented to thein ; but there are others which require none to be 
urged—those hearts which feel the influence of the Gospel, and 
have the experience of its comforts. [n addition to every other 
assistance they can render, they will give ihe poor Israelites a 
place in their prayers, that ‘ God will take the veil from their 
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hearts, and renew a right spirit within them, and that all Israe| 
may be saved.’” 


-3oo— 
The life of Friedrich Albrecht Augusti, a Converted Jew. 


Friedrich Albercht Augusti was born in the year 1691, at 
Franckfort, on the Oder, of Jewish parents, and was known 
among his own people by the name of Joshua Ben Abraham 
Esehel. His father, a learned man and a wealthy jeweller, 
came from Venice, and lis mother was a member of the cele- 
brated family of Pinto, from Portugsl. Being the only child 
of his parents, he was the sole object of their affection, of 
which he used to speak with great feeling, even in his advanc- 
ed age. ‘Though his parents were very opulent, yet they did 
not spoil him, as many rich Christian parents, who have an 
only child, are apt to do; on the contrary, they brought hin 
up in habits of strict obedience, of persevering industry, and 
of an orderly life, especially in regard to frugality. By these 
means, the child possessed a cheerful mind and a healthy 
body, and was prepared to endure the many fatigues and dan- 
gers he had afterwards to encounter, during a very protract- 
ed life. 

Young Joshua was instructed by his father in the Jewish re- 
ligion. As soon as he was able to read Hebrew fluently, he 
was enjoined to learn every week a psalm by heart, and to read 
the Pentateuch. This method of instruction was perhaps bet- 
ter calculated to fill the boy’s head with words than to improve 
his mind; but it was, notwithstanding, attended with this good 
result, that little Joshua acquired a very tenacious memory, 
which in after life was of essential service to him, as it assisted 
him in karning many different languages. As early as his se- 
venth year, he possessed sufficient confidence and skill to make 
short speeches at weddings, and on other solemn occasions. 
This excited the attention of his people to such a degree, that 
the hope which was generally entertained of him, was ex- 
pressed in these words: “ He will become a teacher of Israel.” 

These things naturally gave great delight to his parents; 
but a serious incident had nearly changed their joy into mourn- 
ing. Joshua, on a fine summer day, seeing some boys bath- 
ing in the river Oder, was induced to take part in their amuse- 
ment. He plunged inconsiderately into the river, in a part 
that was very deep, and was immediately carried away by the 
current so rapidly, that every one avho witnessed the occur- 
rence, gave him up as irrecoverably lost. Providentially, how- 
ever, he reached the opposite shore, where he took hold of the 
branch of a tree, until some persons came to his relief. This 
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danger, and the unexpected deliverance, were perhaps intend- 
ed to prepare him for the greater dangers which awaited bim 
in the subsequent periods of his life; and to give him courage 
and firmness to endure them. 

He had scarcely passed through his childhood, when he lost 
his father by sudden death. It was the wish of his mother that 
he should now devote himself to mercantile pursuits, which, from 
the large fortune of his parents, promised him considerable 
advantages. But Joshua felt his mind inclined to nothing but 
the sciences, and frequently expressed to his surviving parent, a 
wish to go to his learned relations in Lithuania, and to study 
among them. Meanwhile it so happened, that some Polish 
Jews who had made a journey to the land of promise, came 
to Franckfort. They related, with great enthusiasm, the feli- 
city they had enjoyed in the Holy Land in general, and at 
Jerusalem in particular. Joshua saw that these persons were 
treated with great veneration; and a wish arose immediataly 
in his own mind to see the Holy Land. There was another 
circumstance which impressed this wish still deeper: he had 
read in a certain book, that the prayer of a Jew, offered up 
on the desolate spot where formerly the temple stood, was by 
far more efficacious than prayer in any other place, because 
God himself bad promised that he there would hear and answer 
prayer. ‘The same book had also told him, that if a Jew was 
buried there, the worms (a circumstance uncommonly dreaded 
by the Jews) would not be allowed to touch him ; and that be- 
ing on the spot at the coming of the Messiah, he would not, 
like other Jews, be under the necessity of rolling under the 
earth to Jerusalem. 

Joshua believed this tale with his whole heart, and from that 
time daily entreated his mother, that she would send:him to the 
Holy Land. He was only laughed at, and his ardent request 
was refused. But some time afterwards, a Meshullah, or dele- 
gate from Jerusalem, arrived at Franckfort, who collected alms 
for the Jewish prisoners in Turkey. This man, whose name 
was Jecuthiel, and who came from the celebrated city of Baby- 
lon, was very learned; his person was prepossessing, and his 
conversation polite and eloquent; he was therefore received by 
the Jewish population of Franckfort with great distinction. 
Among the Jews, every boy has a right to converse with the 
aged, and especially young students, who on such solemn oc- 
casions as the present, are examined and blessed. Our Joshua 
was selected to welcome the eastern traveller with a speech. 
The young orator delivered bis address, which treated of no- 
thing but the glory of the Holy Land, with all the animation of a 
high-spirited youth ; and ge gained not only general applause, 
but also the particular affection of Jecuthiel. This man no 
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sooner understood that Joshua had a desire to go with him to 
Jerusalem, than he strongly urged his mother not to oppose his 
wishes. All the several members of the family spoke also ip 
behalf of Joshua; andthe mother, pressed on all sides, was at 
last compelled to yield; and it may well be supposed, that the 
proud consciousness of having a son who was going to see Je. 
rusalem, the scene of the future achievements of the Messiah, 
had as powerful an effect upon her mind, as the advice of her 
numerous friends. 

Joshua, after having taken a most affectionate leave of his 
mother, left Franckfort, little expecting the painful trials and 
cruel disappointments which awaited him. The two travellers 
took their way through Brandenburgh, Pomerania, Prussia, 
Polaud, and Lithuania, to Little Tartary, intending to cross the 
Black Sea, and thence to proceed to Jerusalem. Jecutbiel how- 
ever fell sick, and was obliged to spend the winter where be then 
was. After his recovery, being himself a physician, he had the 
good fortune to cure a Turkish merchant of a consumption, 
who in proof of his gratitude, promised to take them with him 
to Cafla, and thence to Jerusalem. Jecuthie] accepted the offer, 
and the company set out and proceeded with safety for a consi- 
derable time ; until one day, while travelling in a hollow way, 
without apprehending any disaster, they were, on a sudden, at- 
tacked by a gang of ‘Tartar robbers on horseback. Some of the 
company, who endeavoured to defend themselves, were instanily 
killed : othe:s aitempted to save themselves by flight. Among 
the latter was Joshua, who, with his horse, took shelter in a thick 
wood, where he was at length discovered by one of the robbers, 
who stretching him at his whole length on the back of his horse, 
tied him fast with thongs, and thus made off with him. The 
poor young sufferer endeavoured to move the barbarian to mercy 
by his piercing cries ; but they were only answered by blows ol 
the knout, which were repeated until the unfortunate youth 
changed his loud lamentations into silent sighs and tears. After 
continued travelling, the Tartar on the evening of the third day, 
made a stop. He then untied his unfortunate prisoner, and 
gave him some bread, with honey and water; and afterwards 

ut bim-with some other slaves into a prison, where he, who 
during the three byes days had not closed his eyes, was 
soon overpowered by sleep. He was not, however, allowed 


long to indulge his repose, but was roused from his wretched 
couch by the knout, stripped of his clothes, and wrapped in @ 
cloak of horse hair. Having spent some days in this new and 
disma! situation, Joshua was one morning, at an early hour, awa- 
kened from his sleep, and he and the other slaves, having their 
faces covered with caps, were put on horseback, their right arms 
tied to their backs, and their left arms to their legs; and thus 
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he and his miserable companions were sent forward. Whene- 
yer he ventured to entreat for mercy, blows compelled him to 
silence. Even his prayers to God were continually interrupted 
by the varied dangers of the journey ; at one time he was burt 
by the recoiling branch of a tree ; at another, a precipice threat- 
ened him with immediate destruction. At length, however, they 
arrived at a town on the tilack Sea, where Joshua was sold to 
a Turk for three crowns and twelve groschen, (about twelve 
shillings. ) 

His master put him on board a ship, where a new trial awaited 
him. Among the company was an old man who formerly had 
been a Jew, but now professed the Mahomedan religion, and 
served as interpreter. Finding that Joshua was a Jew, he pro- 
mised that he would svon put an end to bis misery, if he would 
embrace the religion of Mahomed. “Hi- words were so insinu- 
ating, and his promises so alluring, that the determination and 
the constancy with whichthey were rejected by Joshua, who 
was only a boy, were no slight proof of the firmness of his cha- 
racter, even at that early period of his life. In his old age he 
has assured his friends, that at the time of which we are here 
speaking, he would gladly have preferred death to apostacy 
from his religion. 

When the old renegado saw that all his promises were with- 
out any effect upon the determination of the resolute youth, he 
threw off the mask, and pretended to purchase him, threatening 
that when he had bought him, he would compel him to aposta- 
tize. This he would probably have attempted, but for the in- 
terposition of Providence ; fur He, whose ways are not as the 
ways of man, protected the helpless buy, by leading him into 
paths which, though rough and dangerous, conducted him in the 
end to deliverance. 

The captain of the ship unexpectedly determined to put to 
sea again, and thus Joshua was rescued from the hand of the 
treacherous apostate. New dangers, however, awaited him; a 
heavy gale sprung up, which threatened both ship and crew 
with destruction ; aud on the third day they were wrecked not 
far from Caffa. Most of the passengers and crew had the good 
fortune, either by swimming, or by geiting on broken pieces of 
the ship, to reach the land in safety. Joshua, who had lost his 
presence of mind, was, with a few others, cast by the waves up- 
ona rock, where, during three days, nothing but a miserable 
death presented itself. Every approaching night appeared to 
him as the last of his existence, and every morning set before 
him death iu its most dreadful form. In the afternoon of the 
third day, however, the gale ceased, the violence of the breakers 
diminished, and the poor shipwrecked boy was rescued; but 
before he could well recover from the terrors and fatigues he 
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had suffered, he was put on board another ship, which, after . 
voyage of fourteen days, reached a town whose name is now 
forgotten. Here he and the other slaves were publicly exposed 
for sale in the market-place, like cattle. 

(To be continued.) 


—3Qo— 
EYMIV¥s. 


q. 


LONG has the barp of Judah hung 
N , broken, and unstrung, 
neath the willow’s shade ; 
Whilst Israel's comers ae ten 
By foreign streams, through fore ands, 
~ saddest mood have stray’d. 


But sivce our God reveals his face, 

And smiles upon bis chosen race, 
We'll take our harp again; 

Tun'd, as in former happy days, 

To notes of gratitude and praise, 
We'll strike a joyful strain. 


Our songs shal! be of Jesu’s love, 

Who left th’ ethereal courts above, 
To bear our guilt and shame; 

Th’ eternal, uncreated Word, 

Both David’s Son and David's Lord, 
Jehovah is his name. 


So vast the theme, it mi ory 
An el’s song, a seraph's lyre 

Sach wondrous to teil ; 
Wake, barp of J ! bear the sound 
Far as creation’s utmost bound ; 

All bail! Immanuel. 


Il. 


FOR Zion’s =| I will not rest, 
I will not hold my 

Until Jerusalem be ion” 
And Judah dwell at ease. 


Until her righteousness return 
As day-break after night ; 
The lamp of ber salvation burn 

W ith everlasting light. 


The Gentiles shail her glory see, 
And kings declare her fame ; 
Appointed unto her shall be 
new and holy name. 


The Lord her with His hand, 
And claims her for His own ; 

The diadem of Judah’s land, 
The glory of His crown. 


Inev ry clime, through every land, 


im the ul worry 
“ Her meleeeots at hand, 


Hier Saviour, Christ, the Lord. 
UL 


ALL hail! mysterious King! 
Hail, David's ancient root! 


Thou righteous Branch which thee atl 


To give the nations frvit. 


At length let Israel rest 

Beneath thy grateful shade ! 
Their thirsty lips salvation taste, 

Their fainting hearts be glad. 


Fair Morning Star, arise, 

With living glories bright ; 
And pour on their awak’ning eyes 

A of sacred light. 


Let ev’ry shade subside 
Before thy pow’rful ray; 

Shine, and their wand'ring footsteps guide 
To everlasting day. 


IV. 


O GOD of Abrah’m deign to bear 
Our cries for Abrah’m’s race, 
~~ claim a fervent prayer from us, 
ho occupy their piace. 


The curse their ancestors invok’d, 
Pursue the wretched band ; 

By thee renounc’d, by men despis’d, 
Outcasts in every land. 


Now from their hearts the veil remove. 
Their erring steps reclaim ; 

And let them cheerfully confess 
The true Messiah’s name. 


To the great Shepherd of their souls 
These long-lost sheep restore ; 
Into His fold. O bring them all, 
And let them stray no more. 


V. 


ON the mountain’s top appearing, 
wee ! the sacred — stands, 
elcome news to Zion bearing 
Zion long in hostile lands: — 
Mourning captive ! 
God himself shall loose thy bands. 


Lo ! thy sun is ris’n in glory, 
God himself i ~>: thy friend ; 
All thy foes shail flee before thee ; 
llere their boasted triempbs end ; 
Great deli ’rance 
Zion’s King vouchsafe’s to send. 


Enemies no more shall trouble, 
All thy warfare now is past, 
For thy shame thou shalt have doubie ; 
Days of peace are come at last; 
All thy conflicts 


End in everlasting rest. 





